


A study on the cognitive preference

of safety colors in Twain

Abstract

The evidently high mortalily rate caused by occupational accidents and medicine

misuse in Taiwan shows that occupational safety and health regulations have not  been

properly aware and obeyed. The study was undertaken to investigate the cognition and

preference of background color of hazard warning labels within the people in Taiwan.  A

large amount of local subjects were polled with questionary related to perceptions of

different colors used in hazard warning .  The results of the study show that when red color is

used people are better aware of hazard warning include danger, attention, mortal jeopardy,

warning, prohibit, caution, stop, radioactive danger, possible danger, etc. .  The consensus

of people in Taiwan accords with our results.  The results also suggest that black color should

be adapted to increase the color dimension of the hazard warning label.
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ANSI Z53.1

ANSI Z53.1

a. RED - Danger, used for emergency

stops on machines and to identify

fire and protection equipment.

b. ORANGE - Identifies dangerous

parts of machines or energized

equipment.

c. YELLOW - Caution, identifies



physical hazards, see OSHA

1910.144.

d. GREEN - Used in safety and first aid

equipment.

e. WHITE AND BLACK - Used for

traffic and housekeeping.

f. PURPLE - Designates radiation

hazards.
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