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A Study on the Relations Among Changes of
the Style, Politics and Academics in Kuo Hsi’s
Landscape Water-Ink Painting (II)

Meei-Ling Jiang

Abstract

Motivation

Scholars in the later generations affirme that the deep thought and the strong
vitality are embedded in the paintings of the Song Dynasty. It might be related to
nature environment, self-control of painting, painter’s schools or creativity. Besides,
it might have something to do with the political disturbance and dynasty changing of
Chinese history. In the 'thesis, the author try to divide the philosophy development of
Kuo Hsi’s landscape water-ink painting into two periods by the political and
academic elements to research the mutual relationship among “Painting”, “Politics”

and “Society” for getting more understanding on the Song’s painting.

Literature Base

I . On history, three major books, Song-Shih, Song-Shih-Chi-Shi-Benh-Moh, are
edited by Feng Chih in the Ming Dynasty, and Song-Lun by Wang Fu Chi in
the Ching Dynasty.

II. On painting history and painting theory, four major books are, Shan-Shui-
Chun-Chuan-Chi by Han Cho, fwu-Hua-Chien-Wen-Chih by Kuo Juo Hsu,

- Lin-Chiuan-Kao-Chih-Chi by Kuo Hsi, Hua-Chi by Teng Chun, and Hsuan-

Ho-Hua-Puh.

0. On painting philosophy, two major books are, Chung-Kuo-Sh-Hsiang-Shih by
Chien Muh, Chung-Kuo-Che-Hsueh-Shih-Kang-Yao by Fan Shou Kang.

Meei-Ling Jiang: Instructor, General Education Center, HIT
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Methods and Results

The author analyze the development of Pei-Song’s painting by dividing the
emperors of the Pei-Song dynasty into different periods, explaining some historical
events and proving with photés to confirm that the painting development was
closely related to the political and academic elements.

I . Introduction to explain the value of the painting of the Song dynasty.

II. Affirme that esthetics development in the | Song Dynasty was controlled by
political authorities.

Il. Discusse the landscape water-ink painting of the Song Dynasty before the
périods of Si-Ning. In addition, perceive the officials’ aspiration for politics by
the paintings of the three great painters in the Pei-Song Dynasty.

IV. Analyze Kuo Hsi’s painting style in the period of the Emperor Song Shern Jong
and the great shock on the landscape water-ink painting caused by political
events and academic thoughts.

V. Shan-Shui-Chun-Chuan-Chi by Han Cho was an extension of spirit from kuo
Hsi’s paihting. '

VI. Conclusion
Affirme the development of the landscape water-ink painting is closely related
to the pblitical and academic tendency.

VI. References are listed.

Key Words: kuo Hsi, Landscape water-ink painting, Politic, Academic.
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The Reasons of the Academic Development
in the Initial Stage of Han Dynasty

Shu-Chen Huang

Abstract

In the sixth year of Jian-Yuan (135 B.C.), Emperor Wu adopted Zhong-Shu
Dong's suggestion of making the Teaching of Confucius as mainstream in China’
sacademic. The Confucianists had great influence on China more than two
thousandyears. Before this,.the Huang-Lao's Thought was popular in the initial stage
of Han dynasty. Bu.t the Huang-Lao's Thought was not the pure Toaist
School'sThought of Lao-Tzu and Chung-Tzu before Chin dynasty. According to Shi-
Ji: ThePreface of Tai Shi Gong,we could realize the Huang-Lao's Thought in the
initialstag¢ of Han dynasty mixed together with the Yin-Yang School, the
Confucianists,the Mohist School, the Ming School and the Legalist School. Each
thought mixedto gether and assimilated each other instead of developinin
individually. Therefore, this article talks about poly-thoughts in the initial stage of
Handynasty such as the Huang-Lao's Thought, the Confucianists, the Five Lines
andXing-Ming Legal System. That's the reason why the academic development was

sopopular in Han dynasty.

Key words : Xi-Han dynasty, Shi-Ji, Han-Shu, Huang-Lao, Teaching of
Confucius, the Five Lines, Xing-Ming

Shu-Chen Huang; Instructor, Departmenet of Chinese of General Education Center, HIT
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The Heart of Confucianism and Taoism:
Quantitative versus Qualitative Values

Chou Hsiu Ling

Abstract

Since the seventeen century, Western science has taken over the lead by using
quantitative analysis and by neutralizing values by turning concepts into numbers.
The main theme of Tao-Te-Ching by Lao-tsu is reflected in the quote, it said, “The
Tao that can be followed is not the eternal Tao.” The quote depicts and shows
strongly the difference after quantification. The code of truth of the universe has a
wise mind, or a mind with wisdom hidden inside, which is what the quantification
cannot show explicitly.  Chinese spiritual life is attributed to experience directly,
and then via rationality to refine people’s hearts. Chinese philosophy of life does not
adopt “dualism” which divides the universe into two realms.

Our thinking is not always the same. Regularity and change mix together.
We hope that through the philosophy of Confucisim and Taoism, we can further
understand the meaning of life. Confucism and Taoism have been prevalent in this
world for thousands of years. It has no big influence for Confucius and Lao-tsu
themselves, but their philosophies can bring a lot of advantages for human beings’
evolution. There is a saying, “ being a human being, we are not afraid of anything,
but only the poorness.” These words Seemingly reflect the concept of utilitarianism
in this modern society. And we seemingly can find this laments from Du-fu's
poetry and from Han-yu's monographic study . But does this mean being afraid of
poorness is a kind of reflex of the inner weak personality? In addition, Japanese
poet Okihalatakutalo points out, "if life doesn’t have regret, it -is better not to do
anything; but the person who did not do anything would still regret.” It seems to
tell us the story of human beings’ contradictory feelings. “Impasse is followed by

Chou Hsiu Cing: Instructor, General Education Center, HIT
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change, and change will lead to solutiqn.” From the point of view of physics, it is
"long lasting leads to boredom; boredom leads to impasse." Finding the agreement
is the way to go heading toward the progressive and civilized developed road track.
Legendary goodness “nu-wa” knits the broken gulf of sky. The gulf can be beautiful

also.

Key words: Dualism - The Way -+ Religious commandment ~ Ego ~ Metaphor

of cave °
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Rural mourning song
“ The Garlic Ballads” by Mo-Yan

Hui-Chu Liu

Abstract

The main theme of the story, “The Garlic Ballads, published by Howard
Goldblatt in 1989, by the contemporary novelist, Mo —Yan, tells about the failed
revolt, portraying the peasants’ hardship and their inner world, and unfolding the
corrupt officialdom and unhealthy bureaucracy. Some people would put it into the
category of reportage, because at the final chapter it mentions some controversial
political issues by the means of local newspaper.

This article used “rural mourning song” as its title. In addition to the
concern of the authors’ motives in creation, this article would mainly focus on the
blind Zhang Kou’s accusation by analyzing the author’s intricately woven skills of
time and space and false and real and also discuss the politically loaded pressure and
unbearable reality stressed on residents of Heavenly County who swamp in the hell-
like mud to inéur the serious mental distortion of the state, which makes us get
aroused. From this; we not only can see a novelist’s judgmental consciousness and
moral courage, from his uncuhning and subversive tone, we also can observe the
human beings’ life reality from this deep analysis and the characters’ heavy-hearted

and sympathetic minds.

Key words: Mo-Yan, The Garlic Ballad, Chinese modern novel, Chinese

contemporary novel, reportage.

Hui-Chu Lin: Instructor, Department of Chinese of General Education Center, HIT
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A Room of One’s Own?

On the Feminist Spatial Concept and Strategy
Chia-hsing Chen

Abstract

This paper attempts to put Virginia Woolf’s A Room of One’s Own in the
feminist context and thus discuss the constructing procedure of the domestic spatial
ideology. In order to obtain a space for the female’s literary creation, Woolf not only
marks the importance of the financial support, but also advocates the necessity of a
locked room. However, according to our analysis, the spatial construction is often
the product of the conceptualized gender consciousness. Consequently, Woolf’s
spatial concept and strategy designed for the female writers need to some extent
revision. That is, only when the female learn to face, not escape from, the social

reality and living space can they sufficiently achieve the literary creation.

Key Words: knowledge, space, man/woman looking-glass inter-reaction,

literary creation

Chia-hsing Chen: Instructor , Department of English of General Education Center, HIT
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In A Room of One’s Own (1945), which was the text of lectures on “Women
and Fiction” in 1928, Virginia Woolf theorizes the human thought is just like a
fisherman who lets the fishing line down into the stream, so that it “swayed, minute
after minute, hither and thither among the reflections and the weeds, letting the
water lift it and sink it, until...the sudden conglomeration of an idea at the end of
one’s line...” (Woolf 7)' appears. According to this concept, as long as one
possesses enough patience and talent, one, either man or woman, can surely “angle”
his or her own significant ideas from the daily life. Through this meditating process,
one obtains the scarce but sophisticated ideas for one’s literary creation. Practically,
however, the real situation for Woolf is much more different from what she has
thought about: While the male cherish their ideas, the female tend to despise their
own, because they are “the sort of fish that a fisherman puts back into the water so
that it may grow fatter and be one day worth cooking and eating” (4ROO 7). In
order to provide with an answer to this doubt, Woolf focuses her study on the
domestic life, viewing it as the transitive field of the human beings’ socialization,
especially for women.

In studying the art of feminism, Herbert Marder points out, the domestic life in
Woolf’s mind is exclusively social; there is no privacy for women. While the son of
the house may be granted freedom of his own, the daughter is expected to be at
everyone’s beck and call (34). Owing to the endless life trivia that interrupt their
literary creations, the works composed by the female tend to be fragmented, without
a coherent plot or deduction. To put it in another way, the space under the roof of the
family symbolizes the prevalence of male standards and style: Only men are allowed
to pursue the wholeness in their life éither inside or outside the family; women, on

the contrary, should stick to the isolated roles confined inside the fémily.

' All further references to Woolf’s 4 Room of One’s Own will be abbreviated as AROO.




Chia-hsing Chen: A Room of One’s Own?
On the Feminist Spatial Concept and Strategy 107

It seems that the feminist author of 4 Room of One’s Own will possibly
denounce the prison-like family in its obstructing the female’s development,
especially the intellectual and creative one. However, Woolf adopts a broad sense of
the family’s function: If the domestic life disintegrated, the whole socializing
procedure would surely lose its function. So, Woolf tries very hard to retain “the
domestic wisdom traditionally cultivated by women” (Marder 33), and emphasizes
the training and molding role played by the domestic life. In her mind, the
profoundest problem of the traditional domestic training is that the dividing line
between the two sexes is drawn in the wrong place. While “thinking of the safety
and prosperity of the one sex and of the poverty and insecurity of the other and of
the effect of tradition and of the lack of tradition upon the mind of a writer” (4RO0
26), Woolf manipulates such problem by suggesting a new condition for each female
(the literary creator in Rarticular) within the domestic realm: an annual income of
five hundred pounds to prevent from financial problems, and, especially, “a room
with a lock on the door” (AROO 103; my own emphasis). In other words, she
optimistically believes that the female writers will undoubtedly create better works
under these two external supports. |

Although the female’s financial self-support has been the major issue since the
early twentieth century, highlighting the effect of a self-owned space still
psychologically and Socially remeins debatable. Jean Guiguet, in Virginia Woolf and
Her Works, indicates that Woolf’s “room” is: :

the symbol of her [the girl’s] autonomy, not only the protecting shell
which will allow her to be herself, but her very substance, born of the
fusion of hef being with the outside world. This room, in fact, is...a
closed room yet an open one at the same time, attainable only by

universal consent.... (171; my own emphases)
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How can a locked room be “a closed room yet an open one at the same time”?
Literally, one can make a room open simply by unlocking the door; however, such a
room certainly does not work in Woolf’s definition, because various interruptions
will come immediately from the outside—the family. Yet, there emerges other
questions: Can one, taking her refuge in a locked room, really get rid of the
interruption and influence from the rest of the world? Does Woolf’s optimistic
project create a great future for female writers simply by proposing “locking” or
“self-locking” themselves in their room? Accordingly, Guiguet’s statement of
emphasizing the conflicting features of a room, both closed and open, provides a de-
constructive force to Woolf’ s ideas. Consequently, basing on this thinking process,
I’d try in this paper to round out an idea by studying the female spatial concept as
feminist strategies, taking A Room of One’s Own as an example. |
First of all, it is necessary to go over Woolfs basic ideas about the two sexes
discussed in the text. For her, it is “absurd to blame any class or any sex, as a
whole,” since “great bodies of people are never responsible for what they do. They
are driven by instincts which are not within their control” (AEOO 39-40). Even the
male patriarchs have countless difficulties and terrible drawbacks to contend with.
Woolf sufficiently understands that both men and women play the role of the
complicity with each other in establishing the social morality and public opinions. In
A Room-of One’s Own, she vividly describes this delicate relationship:
Women have served all these centuries as looking-glasses possessing the
magic and delicious power of reflecting the figure of man at twice its
natural size. Without that power probably the earth would still be swamp
and jungle. The glories of ‘all our wars would be unknown. (37)
It is this looking-glass that constructs the whole illusion of a harmonious human life.

Men need women to help perform the whole drama, so that, upon entering the house
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from work, they can re-legitimize and re-create their status and confidence, which
might be torn down outside the house.> Obviously, such a kind of relationship is the
fantasy in the reality (Meaney 84-85).

Yet, between men and women, there is no stable fantasy or reality; what exists
is the continuous inter-performing of the mirror-reflection drama. Considering from
this aspect, Marder is to some extent right: “The central fact of social relations
between men and women, as Virginia Woolf saw them, is that men are socially
sterile. Without the harmonizing influence of women there would be no civilization”
(41). When women begin to tell the truth (instead of providing the illusive

_reflections in the mirror), the “coherent” figures in the looking-glass will shrink,
since men’s fitness for life has long been diminished. |

However, too much emphasizing men’s passive status’ before the looking-
glasses and women’s positive imaging ability certainly obscures one of the
important arguments in Woolf’s 4 Room of One’s Own: female’s being dominated in
the domestic life. In Woolf’s opinion, since women get less benefits than men do in
the real life, there emerges a contradiction between the looking-glass fantasy and the
daily life reality. This is to say, while obsessed by the overt relationship between the
mirror and the one standing before it, one should never disregard the other side of
this phenomenon—the covert relationship. What is the essential force which makes
women function as looking-glasses for men? Undoubtedly, women play sufficient

roles in this reflection drama; but, never can they self-create as the looking-glasses

Julia Kristeva. in “About Chinese Women,” observes a similar situation of the inter-relation
between men and women, using the mother-son inter-dependence as an example: “In an analogous
situation a man can imagine an all-powerful, though always insignificant, mother in order to
‘legitimize’ himself: to make himself known, to lean on her and be guided by her through the social
labyrinth, though not without his own occasional ironic commentary” (158).

3 John Burt in an article about the irreconcilable habits of thought also stresses the ambiguous
psychology of men’s identification, which is “not motivated by men’s will-to-power over women
but rather by men’s doubts about themselves...” (193).
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indicated by Woolf. It is men—more precisely, the whole patriarchal society—that
make them the identifying medium. It is men who need women to stick to such a
kind of role on the excuse of the social harmony.' Therefore, ény theory
emphasizing either sex as the totally dominating or dominated part will be incorrect.
The identifying process is always the endless interaction.between men and women,
so long as human beings still live together in the man-made society. Woolf never
forgets this reality, which is one of the greatest obstruction to the establishment of an
exclusively female space for literary creation. Before going back to: her
image/strategy of a room with a lock on the door, I'd like to discuss her adoption of
a narrative speaker, “I,” in 4 Room of One’s Own.

Near the very beginning of this text (originally a lecture),” Woolf states that
“what I am about to describe has ﬁo existence; Oxbridge is an invention; so is
Fernham; ‘I’ is only a convenient te}'m for somebody who has no real being. Lies
will flow from my lips, but there ma§ perhaps be some truth mixed up with them...”
(6; my own emphases). Superficially, the effect of the no-body “I” “is to play down
the sense of personal grievance and to increase the feeling of detachment”
(Zwerdling 255), since Woolf believes that one “can only gives one’s audience the
chance of drawing their own conclusions as they observe the limitations, the
prejudices, the idiosyncrasies of the speaker” (6). From this we know, Woolf eagerly
takes a neutral stance in arguing about women’s literary creation. Yet, how can such
a kind of unreal persona “I” work in this feminist text? Why does Woolf make this
arrangement while speaking about women and fiction, which are supposed to be put

in the context of creating authority? Why doesn’t she choose a concrete female

* Moreover, pinned down in this status as the identifying medium for the other sex, women can hardly
achieve self-fulfillment or self-identification as men do through the reflecting process.

* Guiguet, in a brief introduction of A Room of One’s Own, notices the retdining of the speech tone
and oral form in this text: “The lecture’ s ‘I’ appears on every page, almost in every sentence...”
(168). '
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being, e.g., herself, as the narrator in this text?®

In the male text (AROO0 98), Woolf finds a “straight dark bar... ‘I'’”. This is a
different “I” from the one Woolf uses in 4 Room of One’s Own. It is “honest and
logical; as hard as a nut, and polished for centuries by good teaching and good
feeding.” To some extent, Woolf admires and respects it from the bottom of her heart.
She simply cannot ignore its all-pervasive power in the family, society and even in
the literary works. However, “in the shadow of the letter ‘I’ all is shapeless as mist.
Is that a tree? No, it is a woman.” She eventually acknowledges that under the
dominating phallic shadow (the male “I”’), women have no existence, just being
mute and inactive. Under the domination of the male “I,” the female can never find a
pure space for the free creation. It is in this sense that, to get rid of the male persona
and syntax, Woolf strongly urges a specifically feminine sentence at the same time.
In other words, “in A Room of One’s Own the speaker’s ‘I’ is both female and
plural—'a woman’s voice in a patriarchal literary tradition’—and another ‘I,
shadowing the page, is ‘polished, learned, well-fed,” an explicitly male subject
speaking of and from dominance” (DuPlessis 475). Thus, by manipulating a tricky
narrator—merging opposite sexual features into a new whole—Woolf chooses to
_ swing between the double marginalization.”

Now, with Woolf’s ideas of the man-woman relationship in mind, let us go
back to the spatial issue, stated at the beginning of this article. Does this strategy—

letting the female create in a private room without any interruption—accord with

¢ S. P. Rosenbaum also raises a similar question: “In the context of this essay, this statement is at least
odd: Why would she choose to stand behind this unreal “I”? ... in denying a ‘real’ existence, the
narrator associates herself with anonymity, immanence, and silence—all, apparently, the enemies of
literary tradition” (160).

7 Rachel Blau DuPlessis marks the fact that one, especially the female in this case, affirms the
patriarchal authority even while one appropriates it, either to “negate any possibility for a critical
stance, setking instead ‘conformity and inclusion’...or...[to enliven] the potential for critique by
the marginalized dialogue with the orders... [one] may also affirm” (476).
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Woolf’s ideas in A Room of One’s Own?

All through the text, the narrator, meditating on the subject “Women and
Fiction,” travels from the Oxbﬁdge to British Museum, from the public restaurants
to the room in her house. She attempts to search out some meaning with the aid of
the change of locations. However, sh}e fails to find any final solution because she is
unable to recognize the fact that the space is in whole constructed by the thinking
pattern of the dominant patriarchal knowledge. How can she discover the “pure”
female status suitable for the topic, “Women and Fiction”? In fact, meditating in the
male space, what she constantly faces is countless interruptions, e.g., the prohibition
she meets while walking on the college turf (7-8) or attempting to enter the college
library (9). These interruptions not only physically influence her behavior but, what
is worse, also break in upon her thoughts. In a word, the female cannot have
consistent thoughts if they fail to folldw the patriarchal recognition.

Michel Foucault indicates in the “Prison Talk”:

Knowledge and power are integrated with one another, and there is no
point in dreaming of a time ‘when knowledge will cease to depend on
power.... It is not possible for power to be exercised without knowledge,
it is impossible fér knowledge not to engender power. (52)
In other words, to gain knowledge is to appropriate the power relation within which
knowledge is constructed, and vice versa. In 4 Room of One’s Own, we see that
women need not only the knowledge but also the opportunity to present and express
themselves. However, to “make the‘woman’s voice heard, one might be led ‘to
destroy the very foundation and rulqs of literary society.... Grammar is violated;
syntax disintegrated’” (Pinkney 7). Consequently, it is impossible for the female to
create freely and independently in an isolated room without any consideration of the

external influence. Thus,‘in addition to cutting off the external interruption, what
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does “a room with a lock on the door” work in supporting Woolf’s argument? From
this aspect, the claim for private rooms for women loses its revolutionary sense in
Woolf’s whole argument in AARoom of One’s Own.

No wonder, masculine system “has until now required women to assume
material continuity—of daily life and of the species—while men assume the
function of discontinuity, discovery, change in all its forms, in essence, the superior,
differentiating function” (Hermann 172). But, in appropriating and objecting to such
a kind of meditating process, women need not to stick to another vision, totally
refusing their continuity® as Claudine Hermann observes in “Women in Space and
Time.” Rather, women should on the one hand face the masculine influence, and on
the other hand manage to pursue a new feminist way out. From this aspect, Woolf
does elaborate a precious perspective in recognizing the inter-operation of men and
women, which is extraordinarily special in comparison with the radical feminist
advocacy to exclude the other half of the human beings from the gender-stage.

To sum up, since this world consists of both sexes, what women pursue should
not be Woolf’s exclusive room but Guiguet’s room, closed yet open at the same time
(171). It is closed because of its insisting on women’s privacy; open, because of its
guaranteeing their participation in social lives, either inside or outside of the
domestic field. Only when they are able to claim a new exercising space for their
latitude can they bring their ability and intelligence into full play (just like the other
sex). Then, there will be “a constant repositioning between dominant and muted,
hegemonic and oppositional, central and colonial, so that a woman may be described
as (ambiguously) nohegemonic or, with equal justice but less drama, as

| (ambiguously) hegemonic if her race, class, and sexuality are dominant” (482). Only

® In Hermann’s opinion, Woolf’s works often provide with a sense of “a series of little islands
[discontinuity] that point toward an uncharted sea and that the waves conceal and reveal at whim”
172).
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when we geét rid of the confinement of the locked room can we envision this

oscillating phenomenon in 4 Room of One’s Own.
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From Traditional Chinese Culture to Remark
on Leadership Behavior

Tze-Li Kang Shih-Ching Shiu

Abstract

This study started with the traditional Chinese cultural perspectives, by
adopting the inductive method, analyzed the leadership philosophies of
Confucianism, Taoism, and Legalism, which influenced the Chinese people deeply.
The study also took the recent research about the management of Chinese style as
reference. Traditional Chinese culture emphasized the value of humanity entity,
under the influence of this recognization, Chinese people do consider the leadership
behavior as three orientation——law, ration, and emotion, which correspond to the
role of monarch, the role of teacher, and the role of family. This leadership behavior
principal was belong to the basic assumption of culture layer, which was in the most
inner part, influence the Chinese people unconsciously. In spite of having different
annotation about the content of those three role when in the different occupation, the

leadership behavior approach——law, ration, and emotion was recognized.

Key words: culture, leadership behavior

Tze-Li Kang: Professor, Department of Industrial Education, National Changhua University of Education.
Shih-Ching Shiu: Associate Professor, Department of Mechnical Engineering, HIT
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Exploring Cooperative Learning
and Equal Learning

Tai, Fang-Mei

Abstract

This study attempts to compare the progress of Hsiuping Institute of
Technology EFL students of different achievement levels after they have engaged in
cooperative learning. Before the problem was proceeded, there were relative
researches, Hill (1995) at Florida Community College, J. & J. and Slavin (1995) at
the pre-college, and a growing number of available college-level studies (Cole, 1993;
Ravenscroft and etc., 1995) which suggested that cooperative learning be more
effective in increasing achievement than competitive or individualistic learning and
similarly more effective in some courses. In order to help design EFL curriculum
and instruction for classroom practice for higher achievement and increase
motivation for learning, this study was to explore and contributed some evidences
from institute-level EFL courses, indicated some information background, described
the process of comparing and stated the purpose of this study which would make

cooperative learning be better understood, more practical or popular in the future.

Kev Words: cooperative learning

Tai, Fang-Mei : Associate Professor, Department of English of General Education Center, HIT
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Introducation

Cooperative learning is to work with shared information - shared vision, shared
values, and shared inquiry; a start “ﬁth shared values; and from the beginning with
shared inquiry toward change (Sumner, 1998). There. are many other literature.
review, informative references and data analysis about cooperative learning (Holter,
1994; Michaelsen, 1993; Peek, 1995i; Slavin, 1995) which could be used to support
this study. Also there are related discoveries and differences from other researchers
(Slaven, 1990; Ravenscroﬁ...1995). In this study, equal learning refers to
participants of varied achievement levels share equally the benefits of cooperative
learning. Slaven (1995) stated that pre-college studies are inconsistent, but more
show that low, average, and high aclglievers benefit equally. However, there seems
to be no evidence from college-level EFL courses in Taiwan as to whether
participants of different achievement;levels share equally the benefits of cooperative

learning.

Hypotheses

This study employed the following: ,

1. The null hypothesis:
There 1s no significant difference 1n the ratios for students of varied achievement
levels in the groups. That meané within the groups, high, average, and low
categories of achievers, benefit “equally” from the group-learning experience.

2. The alternative hypothesis: ’ A
The benefit from a cooperative learning process, as measured by an exam-to

initest ratio, is “not” shared equally by the three different achievement levels.
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Methodology

Subjects

This study didn’t neglect students’ different starting points by pre-tests taken
individually before group work. Then, will low-, average-, and high-achieving
students in a “complete” semester-long EFL course progress equally as measured by
post-tests taken after cooperative learning?

Therefore, the research was needed to clearly describe that 205 EFL students
were randomly assigned to 33 “groups” of four to seven persons rather th;m pairs at
the first class meeting. Variation in group size was adjusted during the first 3 weeks
of the 1* semester 2001.

Also it included the group scores consist of eight quizzes or minitests (20%),
and additional 20% on eight cases, exercises and projects. 20 % depended on the
midterm and final exam results. Another 20% was determined by a “students’ peer
evaluation” of the others in the group. All of them provide the system of group goals
and rewards and individual accountability which produce effective features and

make the study valid.

Instruments

The instruments designed to use in this study is in the Informative Testing
System, One-way Analysis of Variance, Statistical Calculating, Chi-square,
goodness-of-fit test. They are critical to the research and yielded quantitative data

which was then subjected to qualitative analysis.

Design & Procedure
This study used qualitative data-gathering and analysis methods. It had had the

procedures in pre- and post test, i.e., a ratio of the average post cooperative learning
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test scores (average exam score) to the average pre-cooperative learning test
(average minitest score) scores for each student. The ratio is the critical datum in the
hypothesis testing. The first individual achievement measure of students was the
score on each individual minitest. The average of the eight individual minitest
scores operationally defined the achievement level of each student, and 205 EFL
students were classified as low, average and high achievers before any of
cooperative learning activities in class.

The second measure of individual achievement was the two exams; the scores
were averaged for each student and reflected the achievement of the students after
they engaged in cooperative learning activities.

Pilot study was not conducted; however, all of the procedures were described
briefly which would raise the readers’ interésting in investigating the study without

any pause.

Results

This research is understandable. The ratio reflecting “significant variability”
in relaﬁve achievement was mentioned. In fact, a very convincing summary for
the findings of this study was supplied; i.e., all three achievement-level groups did
not progress equally after participating in cooperative learning activities. In
addition, the low-achieving students appeared to benefit most from cooperative
learning. Hence, this result suggests that cooperative learning may be particularly

valuable in helping “low” achievers succeed.
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TABLE 1

Differences in High-, Average-, and Low-Achieving Students

Based on Scores

Mean Mean Mean
High Average Low E p
(N=30) (N=145) (IN=30)
Minitest Score 17.36 15.67 11.69 0.04 0.091
Exam Scores 0.11 0.13 0.15 0.04 0.949
Note: p <0.05
TABLE 2
Ratio of Individual Minitest-to-Exam Scores
by Student Achievement Rank for 33 Groups
Ratio of minitest to exam scores
" Student achievement rank Highest Intermediate = Lowest Total
Highest 10 8 15 33
Average 9 16 8 33
Lowest 14 9 10 33
Total 33 33 33

Note. Chi-square results: ¥ *(2,N=33),=6.98, p<0.05.
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" Discussion

Mean of scores for the students in high, average, and low achievement on the
minitest and exams are given in Table 1, along with the values of F and p.

The means of exam scores shown in Table 1 are lower because the exams cover
much more material than the minitests. ~Although the difference between the ratios
of the three achievement levels is not significant, the ratios make differential
achievement among students be acceptable.

Table 2 presents results that indicate relative difference in learning for students
in the three achievement-level gropps after they participated in EFL cooperative
learning activities: (If no differential achievement-level benefits were obtained
among the students (i.e., no evidence to reject the null hypothesis), the expectation
will be all similar (at or near 11 in eéch cell among the three groups). A chi-square,
goodness-of-fit test were applied v&%hich causes rejection of the null hypothesis at
approximately the .05 level of signiﬁcance.

The results in Table 2 also ShO\;V that the ratio of exam-to-minitest score for the
low achiever in 14 of the 33 grouﬁs was ‘greater than that of the average or high
achiever. The same ratio for the high: achiever in 10 of the 33 groups was lower than
that of the average or low achiever. There is an inequality of relative learning that is
the low achievers benefited relatively more than average or high achievers. The

progress equally after participation can’t be concluded as a result.

l
|

i

Conclusion

Based on the above, it was con¢luded that 205 participants in EFL cooperative

learning did not benefit equally, and this finding of variability contrasts sharply with

i
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Slavin’s (1995) statement but the study is consistent with Hampton and Grudnitski’s
(1996). This study is that EFL cooperétive learning is more effective in increasing
achievement than competitive or individualistic learning and that low achievers
appear to benefit more than high and average achievers. And there will similarly
be more effective in some courses.

This study is also readable and reasonable and EFL readers or other courses
could get more applicable findings and recommendations for future research basis.
Expecting this implication to be supported and valued more by college EFL (or
other courses) instructors and administrators and the cooperative learning for them
would be a way of enhancing the prospects for academic success of students,

especially low EFL achievers.
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The Analysis on Building Educational
Center and the Program for
Hsiuping Institute of Technology

Tai, Fang-Mei and Wang, Yuan-Jen

Abstract

This paper attempts to address the reasons for establishing the educational
center and the programs for Hsiuping Institute of Technology. Comparing the results
having established the educational program in some randomly selected universities
and finding that the contribution 1s large and beneficial to both students and
Hsiuping itself. The purpose was also to determine the input is not much based on
the present-existed faculty and equipment. _

This study provides designing the educational programs for both secondary
school teachers and for elementary échool teachers in details, i.e., course planning,
course arrangement timing, internship, the quantity of required educational books.
Therefore, it deserves building the educational center and the programs for

Hsiuping.

Key Words: cducational programs for secondary school teachers,

elementary school.
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